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TES 2016 — We made it to the Netherlands

Travel Experience Share (TES) is an educational project launched by Wai Yin Association aimed at providing students an
opportunity to travel overseas. It was a great honour that our school was invited to join the project in the last academic year, the
destination of which was the Netherlands. It was, of course, not an easy task to win such an invaluable chance to explore the world
and broaden our horizons as we had to prepare our own study theme, proposal, itinerary and budget for the judges. With our hard
work and teachers’ support, fortunately, we were selected as one of the ten final school teams which had the privilege to travel to
the Netherlands.

Our study theme

The theme of our trip was ‘Green Holland’, in which we planned to learn more about the green innovations from the Netherlands.
We visited Lena the Fashion Library-- a library located in Amsterdam for customers to borrow clothes. We came across an
eco-friendly restaurant that has set up Aquaponics System in its attached green house to grow herbs and vegetables. The most
impressive and memorable visit was the AEB Waste Factory. As we all know, the landfills in Hong Kong will soon be full. What
can we do with our waste in the future? The AEB factory, which deals with not only the waste from the Netherlands but also from

London, provides us with a good answer —transform it into electricity.

What have we learnt from the Dutch?

The Dutch are definitely futuristic as a lot of their designs tackle problems that
will emerge in a few decades’ time. Take the Floating Pavilion in Rotterdam as an
example. It has been designed as a model of the future floating community, which
may provide a solution for the Dutch if the sea level continues to rise. This has
inspired us to think outside-the—box to find solutions to problems. Possibly the

floating community can be a way out for Hong Kong to tackle the housing problem.
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Moreover, the Dutch always help others. When we got lost in the countryside, the locals kindly offered to help by lending us mobile
phones or even giving us a lift. We city dwellers are always in a hurry. If, from time to time, we can slow down a bit and lend a

helping hand to those in need, our society will surely become more harmonious.

TES 2016—an extraordinary journey in life

TES 2016 is by no means just another ordinary study tour. During the trip, we were given great autonomy to decide our
accommodation, transportation and all of the activities that we would like to
do. Apart from exploring the green technology in the Netherlands, we also
had opportunities to go to the renowned Van Gogh Museum, Rijksmusem.
Furthermore, we could slow down our pace a bit and have a conversation with
the new immigrants from Pakistan to learn about their life in Amsterdam. We also
stayed in a houseboat on Amstel Canal to experience a day as an ordinary Dutch

person.

We are truly grateful for being given such a precious opportunity to explore the
Netherlands, from which we had all kinds of experiences that related to culture
and technology. Those experiences will definitely be part of us and built into our personalities. We are also more than grateful to
our teachers, friends and other people who have come to help us turn our plan into reality and realize our dream.

By 6B Poon Ho Yi
Kwok Tsz Ching
Yeung Chun Kit
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