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Dr. LAM Chuen Pan

Pan graduated from KYC in 2005 and received PhD at Hong Kong Baptist University in

2016. He is a part-time Lecturer at the Community College of City University and HKU
SPACE Community College. His work has appeared in scholarly journals such as ‘The
Ci-circles of Late Qing Dynasty and Nalanci’'s Acceptation’ in Journal of Chinese
Verse Studies, vol. 25, no.3, 2011( {FEIFEXZ¥F]) ), and conference papers
likeNew Materials and Classical Context: Pan Feisheng’s Haishanci’ in 2012
Postgraduate Students Conference on Ming-Qing Studies at The Chinese
University of Hong Kong. When he was a postgraduate student , he joined
a lot of seminars in Singapore, Kyoto, Taiwan and China. He was the Chief
Editor of ¢ #1 F » (New Space) vol. 42, which is a journal of Chinese
Language and Literature Society of HKBU. He was also the recipient of Wen
Hsin Postgraduate Scholarship 2011(HKBU) and Research Postgraduate
£ Student Incentive Award 2014(HKBU).
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There is nothing better than the emotions and feelings | received from setting out on that epic
journey. | can still remember how exhilarated | was when | knew that we were fortunately selected to
join this international science game by the Chinese University of Hong Kong. This motivated us with
thrill and astonishment, even though the training course was arduous and demanding, as we had to
spend nearly half a day every week working on'it.

| have met numerous new:foreign friends, especially my visual anthropology project group
mates, who were all considerate and affectionate. We created a.video conveying the message of
how urbanisation influenced us by visualising nature and the daily life of Yakutia for the presentation
in the game. YES! It is a game but a serious one. Moreover, | have learnt to make videos by utilising
specific shooting skills to illustrate and to make various shots such as medium shots or close up
shots. Besides, as a filmmaker, having some technical understanding of every step of the flmmaking
process is imperative; this includes camerawork, lighting, sound, special effects, design, post-
production processing, and more. Although filmmaking is often considered easy as it necessitates
only making a five-minute video, it is far more intricate than what you think. You will run into problems
that you do not know how to solve, have dilemmas that complicate your vision, or encounter obstacles
that will require you to make difficult decisions before moving forward. When this happens, you will
need to have problem-solving skills to avoid delays in production and ensure deadlines are met.
Without the ability to determinedly lead, even a filmmaker with creative vision and technical expertise
could suffer under the difficulties of flmmaking, let alone being an elementary team. Indeed, our team
was entirely frustrated since the production was were time-consuming when we were running out of
time and the shots we took were unsatisfactory. Nevertheless, we spent one whole night finishing our
video and the PowerPoint for the presentation.

You might ask whether my project was a scientific one. What | did was to follow the steps of
scientific research, including observation, data collection, and data analysis.

Additionally, the stunning landscapes profoundly amazed me and blended me into the creative
surroundings with all distractions left behind. All around me were verdant meadows, lush green
valleys, undulating hills and turquoise-blue streams just like a picturesque spectacle on Earth and
the magnificent liaison between land and rivers. The endless sky was often irradiated by a rare
phenomenon known as “bright nights”, bringing twenty hours of daylight a day. As a result, | usually
got confused by the time and was a bit jet-lagged on the first day. You could discover nature out of the
dormitory, especially in the village that our team visited. Unexpectedly, those villagers were obliging to
tell us about the village and even Russia, although some of them were camera-shy and did not know
English. Besides, we encountered a curator of a museum, who generously agreed to be interviewed.
He told us Yakutia history and how Yakutia was developed. Therefore, in our video, other than the



spectacular scenery, we put some scenes of interviews from the curator and the villagers for this
experience.

Apart from the days we spent near the dormitory, we have been to a spate of attractions, for
instance, Lena Pillars, where we went on a boat trip for two days along the Lena River and admired
the scenery of the Pillars, which presents unique landscape with steep cliffs stretching along and is a
geological phenomenon of Siberia ; The “Kingdom of Permafrost” Complex was where we were able
to find ourselves in a crystal underground palace and get acquainted with the properties of ice and its
shades with temperatures below 0°C. We were wearing non-slip shoes, warm socks, gloves and hats
all the time. However, the most remarkable place that we went to was The Buluus Glacier, which is
located in the plain woodland and is a unique natural phenomenon. This enormous accumulation of
ice does not melt even in high summer temperatures. The total area of the glacier is more than 1100
hectares, and the thickness of the ice is up to 3 meters. However, to our surprise, it is fine to wear
just summer style clothes whilst stepping on the glacier. Generally, Yakutia can also be described
by its mysterious features including the terrestrial ecology, vegetation, biogeographical patterns and
biodiversity of the enormously extensive ecosystems. These are really unusual in that they function
on top of huge layers of permafrost being a part of the Earth’s crust and never warm up to positive
temperatures while exposed to extreme weather conditions. The temperature range between winter
and summer is more than 100°C. Those are also the reasons why Yakutia has been a popular place
for scientific research.

| was delighted and elated to be one of the participants in IRS, and would very much like to thank
the organizers for providing an excellent opportunity for me to broaden my horizons in a place just
300 miles below the Arctic Circle and guiding me to learn more about Yakutia, Yakutians and myself.
Aside from the geographical and cultural knowledge of Yakutia, it was an epiphany for me to know
about the differences of life between Yakutia and Hong Kong and has deepened my understanding of
life with a change of perspective. The goals that urbanites have been seeking are endless. The desire
was like a enormous black hole because one could have innumerable expectations, craving for higher
reputations or more benefits. The short-lived effects of dopamine hit of success just lead oneself to
desperately look for the next target. So why don’t we live more simply?

If | had a chance to choose my birthplace, | would choose Yakutia. What about you?
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