sB__ 1+ H
2019520205 )=
2 B 2 L

When we enjoy a piece of multimedia, it's
very easy for us to overlook the soundtrack.
In this issue, we will take a look at the
soundtracks in games and movies
and see if they are necessary or

not. Enjoy!
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Soundtracks are an important part in multimedia. A soundtrack enhances the experience for

the consumer when it is done right in various ways.

One notable example would be The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion (2006). This game is about the
player escaping from a prison cell in order to fend off an invasion from another dimension.
After the player has escaped from the cell, he will be greeted with a world full of bright and
vibrant colors and a calm and peaceful soundtrack, which contrasts the theme of the game

and gives the player a sense of security and signals a new beginning.

As the player progresses through the game, the soundtrack is replaced with more intense,
dramatic music, accompanied with a steady and low drum beat to represent the danger the

player faces. When you beat the game, the peaceful music returns once again, signifying

the fact that you have vanquished a great evil and the world is once again in peace.

The soundtracks in this game enhance the gameplay experience by making the player feel calm or nervous and getting the player to feel pumped up

or relaxed for a much more immersive gameplay experience.

Another great example would be Civilization VI (2016). At the beginning of the game, the
music is a solo or duet to show that the game has just begun and it lets the player know that
his civilization is a primitive one. As the player progresses into the medieval era, the music
turns into a grand and thrilling trio or quartet to encourage the player, letting him know that he

is making progress.

When the player has reached the end of the game in the futuristic era, the music turns into ;;.ff‘-{,u;;
triumphant and grand orchestral music with modern dubstep to show the player that he has B
triumphed as he led his civilization to glory and fully developed it. The music gives the player

a sense of pride and achievement, making the experience fulfilling.

Overall, video game soundtracks work by enhancing the experience of players to make them

feel certain emotions and that is a crucial part in games to make the experience truly whole.

Teacher Survey

We have conducted a survey with our music teacher, Ms Lee, _with a few questions
regarding music in movies and video games.
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uu Reporter: Do you agree that music is an essential element in games and movies?

Ms Lee: Absolutely! Music can enhance the atmosphere of movies and video games.
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h \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ l l Reporter: How much of a difference would it make if music were taken out of movies? '
ST N
\w\\\ Ms Lee: It would be lacking as music can create and enhance the mood of a film. If music were taken out of a movie, the director
h \\\\\ would have to spend more effort on the mood and tone. The actors would also have a harder time portraying emotions.
A
\

u’ Reporter: Can you share any pieces of music from video games or movies that you enjoyed?

MS L€€: There are a few movie soundtracks that | couldn't forget. They are Chariots of Fire, Star Wars, Indiana Jones and Somewhere in Time.

This is because those soundtracks are comprised of orchestral music and are performed by real orchestras. Also, the music in Super
Mario Bros. is successful due to its exciting rhythm and usage of chromatic notes, which make its theme special and memorable.




Moving on to Soundtracks in Movies...... Minigame:

Everyone's seen a Can you guess who composed the
film before. Whether — SOUndtacks for these films? Try and
it's an action film, a guess! Once you're done guessing,

romantic film or even just follow the lines and find out!

a silent film, all of

them share one very Hans Jonny
essential element --- Zimmer Greenwood
the soundtrack. Yet, John Danny

there are different — \Wijlliams Elifman

types of soundtracks.

The music in a
drama and the music in a musical can be categorized differently. We will be

explaining the difference between purposed and repurposed soundtracks.

To start, let's focus on purposed soundtracks. Also known as original

soundtracks, they are written specially for a film and did not exist prior to

the film's production. Original soundtracks are often orchestral, but once

in a while, you can spot an original soundtrack that's comprised of modern

pop songs. A good example is the soundtrack used in the 2010 film directed

by Richard Ayoade — Submarine.

For the film's Batman Star
soundtrack, the wars

director hired

M A R Alex Turner, Phantom The
| N E the lead singer  Thread Lion King

of the British

rock band Arctic

Monkeys, to compose a set of songs that were played throughout the film. Alex was
shown the rough cut and the script of the film, giving him a clear idea of what to write and
which style to incorporate. There are a lot more films that use an original soundtrack with
modern songs. Some notable examples are A Hard Day's Night (1964), Scott Pilgrim vs
The World (2010) and La La Land (2016).

In contrast, there are repurposed soundtracks, which are soundtracks fully comprised

of already existing songs. Films with repurposed soundtracks are often referred to as
Jukebox musicals. Sometimes, the music used in Jukebox musicals is diegetic. Diegetic
music is music that the characters in the film can hear along with the audience. A great example of a film with a repurposed soundtrack is Baby

Driver (2017), directed by Edgar Wright.

In the film, we hear what the main character hears. Every song played is from either the radio or the iPod he's using. The film is also synchronized
with the music, thus every sound effect and movement can fit in with the music and the beat. In some sense, it's a musical. The film is written
around the songs chosen, which encompass a wide range of music. Brighton Rock by Queen and Intermission by Blur are some of the songs used
to build different emotions for each scene. It's also a treat to watch if you're a fan of any of the artists featured. Other famous films with repurposed

soundtracks include Yellow Submarine (1968), Mamma Mia! (2008) and Happy Feet Two (2011).

To wrap up, no matter in games or in movies, soundtracks are very important. A soundtrack enhances the experience when the audience is
consuming a said piece of media. Next time when

you are playing a game or watching a movie,

John Williams - Star Wars be sure to listen to the soundtrack for the best
Hans Zimmer - The Lion King S
Danny Elfman - Batman
Jonny Greenwood - Phantom Thred
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