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The pandemic has been a roller

coaster. After returning to
school, another wave struck and
online learning has become an
indispensable part of our daily
lives. What do you think? Are
you a fan of online learning?

Do you find it more effective BHE (Z£38)
than traditional learning? In this EFE 38 RS 28 I 2A

issue, we are going to talk about
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online learning. Enjoy!
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Hong Kong
Education Bureau has announced school suspension.
To reduce the risk of infection, students must stay
home and take lessons online. Months have passed,
yet the situation has not greatly improved. Online
lessons have gradually become an integral part of
our life. This news report aims to find out how our
schoolmates and teachers fare under the “new normal”
and their opinions of it.

Three questions were sent to Form 3 and Form 5 students, which were: '

Eindings

Surveys were conducted to collect

'I )

Can you

e opinions of teachers and students . Do you stay focused Do you
on online teaching and learning enjoy online in online prefer online
[ i . classes or face-to-
in Kau Yan College in December, learning? lessons?

2020. face classes?

Students; opinions

v
Here are our findings to the above questions. Amongst the 300 students who received the questions,
132 answered them. For Question 1, around 28% of the students said that they were fans of online Er
lessons. 41% of the students were neutral and 31% of the interviewees disliked online learning. When _Er )
asked whether they could stay focused during online lessons, 48.3% answered yes, while 51.6% said no.
With regard to the last question, only 40% of the students preferred online classes. ~E/
O

To further find out students’ thoughts on the ‘new normal’, 8 in-depth individual interviews were also conducted. :%
The pros and cons about online learning mentioned by students are summarised below.

First of all, online learning is not necessarily more efficient than traditional learning. Although less time is spent on
logistics, such as distributing students” homework and setting up the projector, a lot of other unexpected technical problems
may occur. This affects teaching and learning efficiency and effectiveness. For example, there may easily be a network
connection breakdown and latency. Also, the audio equipment may stop working when one needs to answer questions.

Secondly, there are too many distractions for students when studying online. Some students mentioned that their phones were a
main distraction. They could not control themselves fully and therefore, checked on their phones constantly. Some other students
admitted that their homes were too comfortable and they felt quite
at ease. Some said that without teachers’ supervision, they would do
something irrelevant to the lesson, like playing computer games.

Thirdly, all the students miss the human connection with teachers and
classmates. When lessons were moved online, students said they had fewer
opportunities to interact with teachers and peers. They missed the time that
they could talk to teachers face-to-face and the camaraderie of working hard
together to prepare for quizzes and exams.

Despite all these difficulties, some students thought there was a silver lining—
online learning saves the commute time. Students living far away from the
school are benefited.




Jeachers;opinions

What about our teachers from the school? How do they like
online teaching? To answer this question, Mr. Lee Wing
Hang (Maths), Mr. Lee Lit Hong (Junior Science), Ms. Tung
Suk Yee (Geography) and Mr. Mui Siu Kai (Economics) were
interviewed. Most teachers preferred traditional classes over
online classes as they could understand students’ needs and
clarify misconceptions immediately through face-to-face
interaction. Moreover, some lessons must be carried out in a
physical classroom, such as lessons for scientific investigations
or experiments. Although online classes are not bounded by
time or space, online teaching seems to make the relationship
between students and teachers more distant. Therefore, Mr.
Lee Lit Hong mentioned that he preferred a blended mode of
teaching and learning because it enabled students and teachers
to enjoy the best of both worlds.

Recommendations
&Conclusion

Online learning seems to pose quite a number of problems for our students. So what can we do? Can we only endure
and do nothing? Absolutely not! Here are some suggestions for improving your online learning experience.

To begin with, create an effective study space. A noisy and uncomfortable environment can negatively impact the
learning process. Your study space should ideally be somewhere quiet where you can concentrate fully on the lessons.
It should never be in front of a TV or on your bed as it can be distracting. Having a desk where you can sit properly
can help you be more attentive as well as reducing the risk of headaches and improving your energy levels. Wearing
headphones can also help you block out the noise from your surroundings.

Second, upgrade your equipment. Many students have experienced different
technical problems during online lessons. You should maintain a stable
Internet connection and upgrade the devices that are important for your
lessons, like microphones and cameras. Taking these steps can improve
your experience drastically as the lesson can run as smoothly as possible.

Finally, remove distractions around you. Computer games, phones and
social media are some of the most common distractions that affect all of
us. During the lesson, turn on the silent mode, which can help limit your
time spent on your phone and prevent your mind from drifting away.

In conclusion, online learning and teaching is still at a premature stage.
There are still a lot of problems waiting to be solved. Perhaps in the
future, with the invention of new technology, we can just stay at home
and learn as well as taking lessons at school. Now, let us hope
that the pandemic will end soon and do our best in our
’ studies. Good Luck in your exams!
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