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Living in Hong Kong allows us to immerse

ourselves in different cultures. One, in
particular, has caught our attention:
J-pop. It has been making the rounds

on social media. That’s why in this

issue we set out to discover the true
popularity of J-pop in our school.
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1. Introduction

Music is mostly composed of the music track and the lyrics itself. But music
doesn’t come only in one language. In this study we sought to discover if
understanding the language of the lyrics affects one’s ability to enjoy J-pop.

2. Methodology

A recent survey was conducted in Kau Yan College in December 2021 on
how language barrier will affect students’ desire to listen to music from
different countries around the world. In this survey, J-pop was used as an

example to investigate the relationship between them.

Iy

1. Do you listen to J-pop?
2. Who is your favourite J-pop artist?

4. Have you heard of Vocaloid?
5. What is your favourite genre of J-pop?

Nine questions were sent to Form 3 and Form 5 students, which were:
6. Do you listen to J-pop for its music?
7. Do you listen to different music genre?

3. What is your favourite J-pop music group? 8. Do you listen to music for its songs or for its lyrics?
9. Do you prefer old J-pop music or new J-pop music?

popularity among the respondents.

For those who are in the dark, Yoasobi is
a fairly new Japanese music duo, formed
and debuted in 2019. The producer and
songwriter Ayase, and singer-songwriter
Lilas Ikuta performed under the stage
name lkura. Even though the duo is
relatively new, their debut song exploded
in popularity charts, one of which is the
Billboard Japan Hot 100. Yoasobi’s debut
ingle, which is Yoru ni Kakeru, holds on
to the top spot in several Japanese music
charts for six non-consecutive weeks in
2020.

KYC students’ background knowledge
and exposure to J-pop

There were in total 200 respondents in this survey in
which only 45% of them stated that they listen to J-pop
while 55% of respondents do not. Despite the fact that
Japanese is not a language that Hong Kong secondary
students are familiar with, it still gains a relatively high

KYC students’ favourite J-pop artist

The survey indicates that out of the 45% of respondents who listen to J-pop, 50% of them stated that their favourite artist is Yoasobi.
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Vocaloids

Have you ever wondered why in some J-pop music there is an
electric almost machine-like voice in the songs you listen to? Let me
share some inside knowledge with all of you. Some could be due
to the tuning of the voices, more often than not they are Vocaloids.
Vocaloid is a voice synthesizer software which is similar to our text-
to-speech function of our smartphones, but just a lot more advanced.

Vocaloids are like applying CGI in songs. They can be produced

as a stand-alone song and also as additives to enhance other
songs. Stand-alone Vocaloid concert has gained immense
popularity in recent years. The survey results show that,
45% of our respondents recognized the utilization
of Vocaloids in songs.

R Genre of J-pop music
Preferred aspect of J-pop

When the question, “What is your favourite genre
of J-pop?” was asked, 50% of respondents answered

Anisong which is usually an unheard term. People Respondents who listen to J-pop or other genres of music were
might have come across and heard of the music questioned about what aspects of a song they prioritize. They think the
without recognizing it since Anisongs are genre of music is the most important when choosing a song to listen to.

categorized as music used for opening and It is discovered that 62% of respondents, who listen to J-pop, listen for its
ending themes in Japanese television cartoons music. On the other hand, only 36% of respondents who listen to different
or animations. > music genres listen to the song for its music with 59% of them listen to a song

for the lyrics.

This is understandable as most respondents do not understand or have
never learned Japanese. They would not be able to understand the lyrics
of J-pop songs. However, J-pop songs have many meaningful and
inspirational lyrics so a deep dive into the meaning behind various

popular J-pop songs will be worth it.

‘ Based on the findings of this survey, most respondents who
listen to J-pop and other different music genres were asked
on their opinions on old and new songs. 63% of respondents
stated that they prefer old J-pop songs over new ones. For
those who listen to other different music genres, 54% of them
prefer old songs over new ones. Both groups of respondents
prefer old songs over the new ones, nostalgia seems popular
among the respondents.

Despite the language barrier, KYC students continue to listen
to J-pop, which means certain variables will not stop students
from enjoying the kind of music that they are fond of.
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